
 
 

President’s Message 
 

     A busy summer has turned into a busy fall, a busy 
holiday season, and it turns out sometimes life does not 
slow down!  We are delayed in getting out this “Fall” 
newsletter this year, however we hope that we have 
provided interesting updates of the activities of the NLA 
and some interesting reading.  If you are a new member 
this year, we are happy to have you!  We like to think 
we offer great value in your investment on or near the 
lake.  Although we are just neighbors who volunteer our 
time to help out the community and the lake, we have 
found that especially in Wisconsin, we have power in 
numbers.  For many years we have been assisted by the 
WDNR in thought leadership and financially in our most 
impactful projects.  This is only possible for registered 
and well represented lake associations in the state.   

     Presently, our activities mainly center around 
improvement of lake habitat, enhancement of water 
quality, growth of the fishery, and prevention of 
invasive species.  But, you truly never know the power 
of an organized lake association until those activities are 
dwarfed by a major threat like discovery of a new 
invasive species.  Read further to hear about how this 
recently happened to our neighbors to the west, Lake 
Minnesuing. 

      

-Erik Takkunen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder—Important Dates in 2022 
 
June 25           Annual meeting, 9:30 a.m., Auditorium 
July 4                 Boat Parade, 7 p.m. 
August 13           Summer Social, 6 p.m.        
             
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



  

4th of July Boat Parade 

    We had a great turnout for the boat parade this year.  
We have been seeing more than just pontoons recently 
– ski boats, jet boats, personal watercraft, dinghies – 
and we love that!  Winning boats won Dilly Bars for 
every passenger on board, thanks to generous 
donations from the Lake Nebagamon Dairy Queen.  All 
boats also received a Dairy Queen gift certificate at the 
end of the parade. 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 
 

Healthy Lakes Initiative 
 

     What does Lake Nebagamon mean to you and your 
family? For mine, it’s the place that our children like to 
all get together. This summer, wow, they all did. My 
wife, Sara and I together, have 6 children - they all came 
in late July with their 6 partners and our 11 
grandchildren! 25 of us in total; what a gang. And 10 of 
the grands are 5 years old or younger. We came from 
Stillwater and Minneapolis in Minnesota, from Sunland 
CA (Los Angeles area), Chicago and Redmond (Seattle 
area). Good times were had, memories were made and 
bonding strengthened. And it probably would not have 
happened without our Lake!  
 

 
 
     With all the young ones, beach time is our favorite.  
Perhaps when the grands are a little older the favorite 

will be being pulled behind our new electric boat, 
fishing, or both? What’s your favorite activity? 
 
     The fun and family we have at the Lake - for my 
grands, children, me, my parents, aunts, uncle, cousins 
and grandparents - has never stopped. I hope it doesn’t. 
But we did see algae on our beach this year for the first 
time. Sad. To maintain our still reasonably healthy lake 
we need to keep up the good works being done by you, 
our neighbors, the Nebagamon Lake Association (NLA), 
and the Wisconsin DNR.  
 
     Please check out the NLA web site for specifics on 
our Healthy Lakes & Rivers initiative on our website: 
nebagamonlakeassociation.com 
 
     Here’s a quick summary of what the NLA has done 
this year: 

- In addition to processing all the work being 
done on grants 4 and 5, this summer we applied 
and got approved (additional) amendments for 
both our 4th and 5th grants to reprogram unused 
funds and add 3 homeowners (adding 3 
diversion practices, 2 rain gardens and 1 fish 
stick bundle). Both grants were at and stayed at 
the DNR funding max of $25,000! 

- This fall we applied for a grant 6! That 
application includes 18 practices on 8 
properties. And if awarded (and fully 
implemented) we will have assisted with the 
installation of 110 practices on Lake 
Nebagamon!  

- The most unique work was the installation of 18 
fish sticks this winter under a group contract 
procured and managed by the NLA itself. 

- The NLA is also publicly supporting the Village’s 
work to improve the public boat launch and to 
route runoff there into a big rain garden.  

 
     If we are awarded the new Healthy Lakes grant, the 
homeowners will get 75% reimbursement (on out-of-
pocket expenses) up to $1,000 per practice from DNR 
funds (through the NLA agency). Again, the NLA will also 
contribute 15% of total project costs (up to 
$150/practice).  
 
     As of right now, we do need homeowners willing to 
let us take a look at your lakefront and give you a no-
cost no obligation estimate and simple design (a NLA 
member benefit!) as to how your property can reduce 
runoff, improve shoreline and help with lake quality! If 
you’re ready, please call Alan Yoshimoto at  

https://nebagamonlakeassociation.com/


715-817-0439 to set up an inspection next spring. If you 
have questions, please call me at 651-303-1850. 
 
     And also, when you send in your membership dues, 
please consider adding a little bit more as a contribution 
to this NLA work – for our lake families’ future! 
 

-Jason Willett 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

2021 AIS Boat Launch Monitoring 

     This year our monitoring on the lake started with 
Saturday, May 1, the fishing opener.  We monitored 
only weekends (Sat & Sun) until Memorial Day on May 
31.  Then we began monitoring seven days per week, 57 
hours per week.  Similar to the prior year, we monitored 
11 hours on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, and then 6 
hours Monday through Thursday.   
 
     Our two primary monitors were Jeff Giansanti, 
starting his 8th year and Mix Polkoskie, starting his 2nd 
year.  William Cain also helped us by pulling three shifts 
in August.  As in previous years we were primarily 
monitoring for Eurasian Milfoil and Zebra Mussels.  The 
monitors knew the most important question was 
whether a boat had been in another body of water in 
the last five days.  If it had, we zeroed in on those water 
bodies we knew had a problem with invasive species.  
We also checked drain plugs to make sure people 
traveled with them out and fishermen’s live wells to 
make sure they didn’t travel with them full of water. 
 
     We monitored 1,887 boats.  There were 1,203 boats 
entering the lake and 684 boats leaving the lake.  There 
were 78 boats that had been in another body of water 
within the last five days of which 31 had been in a 
lake/river identified as having Zebra Mussels or Eurasian 
Milfoil problems by either the Wisconsin or Minnesota 
DNR.  These 31 boats were screened very carefully.  We 
had 48 volunteer hours and the number or people 
contacted (in the boats) was 3,777. 
 
     We also tallied the fish caught by species for the 
third year.  There were 241 walleyes caught of which 4 
were keepers (18 inches or over) or 2%.  There were 
300 small mouth caught and 6 kept, or 2%.  There were 
160 northern pike caught and 7 kept, or 4%.  There 
were 213 crappies caught and 114 kept, or 54%.  There 
were 230 blue gills/sunfish caught and 59 kept, or 26%. 
 

-Dave Sprowls 

Membership Report 
      
      For the 2022 fiscal year starting July 1, 2021, at this 
time we have 137 paid members, with many paying in 
advance.  We are a little behind schedule, and will be 
using this newsletter communication to let members 
know if they have a payment due.  Paid memberships 
over the last 4 years are a good indicator of total 
membership, and that sits at 257.  A reminder has been 
attached to this newsletter for those who have not yet 
paid for fiscal 2022 (either in an email message or along 
with your paper copy in the mail). 
 
    We do everything we can to provide reminders, and 
try to make it as convenient as possible whether 
including copies of the forms with the newsletter or 
providing an online payment portal at 
www.nebagamonlakeassociation.com.  We have about 
75% of lake shore owners as members, as well as 
numerous other members who have an interest in the 
lake.  
 
     Lastly, at our fall board meeting we evaluated our 
financial position and upcoming budget.  Unfortunately, 
we are not immune to the inflation in the world around 
us.  We don’t take this lightly, and we try not to do it 
often, but beginning with our 2023 fiscal year, annual 
dues will be increasing to $30 per year.   

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

NLA Board of Directors 
 

Erik Takkunen, President  612-867-7951 
Adam Riutta, Vice President  317-407-5395 
Dan Takkunen, Secretary  608-770-6439 
Jack Sellwood, Treasurer  715-374-3254 
Mark Laskowski    715-374-3747 
David Conley    715-374-2088 
Jason Willett    651-303-1850 
George Lehman    218-390-7346 
Ed Noltner    661-805-0114 
David Sprowls    239-676-4064 
Phil Takkunen    949-412-8690 
Tim Pera    651-246-4288 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.nebagamonlakeassociation.com/


2021 Lake Nebagamon Water Quality Data 
 

     The secchi disk reading was taken 10 times this 
year.  The lowest reading was taken on May 16 and 
came in at 6 feet.  The best reading we had for the year 
was 10 feet and that came in twice, once on June 16 
and the other on June 22.  The average for the year 
came in at 8.2 feet.  The average for the Geo region of 
northwest Wisconsin was 9.3 feet. 

   Chemistry samples for chlorophyll and total 
phosphorus are collected on Lake Nebagamon during 
the summer months. Chlorophyll samples are taken 
once a month during the months of June, July, and 
August. The average summer chlorophyll was 3.3 
micrograms per liter (6.8 in prior year).  Total 
phosphorus samples are taken once a month during the 
months of May, June, July, and August.  The average 
summer total phosphorus was 19.5 micrograms per liter 
(20.7 in prior year).  A widely held understanding is that 
lakes with phosphorus readings over 20 micrograms per 
liter may experience noticeable algae blooms.  

     The charts below show the secchi disk trend since 
1986, and the Trophic State Index (TSI) since 2005, 
respectively.  While the trend lines overall are headed 
the wrong direction, the past four years have trended in 
the right direction.   

 

 

                            -Mark Laskowski 
 

Boat Ramp Developments 
      
     There are two projects ongoing at the boat launch, 
both of which are being managed by the village. 
 

1) Repair of concrete pad – In 2020, the boat 
launch was completely reconstructed.  
Unfortunately, in the spring of 2021, there were 
issues with the pre-cast concrete blocks heaving 
during ice-out in March and April.  The village 
worked with the contractor to come to an 
agreement on repairs that were set to occur in 
late October, 2021.  Unfortunately, late in the 
process, the contractor backed out and 
indicated they wanted to study the issues 
closer.  As we get updates on any potential 
closures in the future, we will communicate to 
all members. 

2) Storm runoff filtration – A grant from the DNR is 
necessary to construct the runoff management 
system as designed.  Unfortunately, the grant 
has been unsuccessful for the past two years.  A 
grant will again be applied for in the fall of 
2022. 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Walleye Stocking 
 
     In October, the Wisconsin DNR provided walleyes at 
no charge for stocking Lake Nebagamon.  The fish 
stocking went well. Out of the little more than 15,000 
walleyes delivered in two trucks, only eight dead 
walleyes near the dump site were counted.  The biggest 
truck had three tanks and carried 4,000 walleyes in each 
tank, the smaller had two tanks and carried the 
remainder.  The walleyes were four months old and 
ranged in size from 5-8 inches. The DNR employees 
used dip nets to capture and release a majority of the 
fish directly into the lake.  When the population of fish 
in the tanks was lower, they used a six-inch pipe and 
hose to pump the remaining fish into the lake. 
 
     We had about 15 boats willing to help with the 
distribution.  Unfortunately, just prior to the delivery, 
we were told that the delivery drivers would not be able 
to accommodate a distribution process as they had in 
the past.  This has always been a successful process for 
us, but perhaps not so on other lakes.  This will require 
additional conversation with the DNR for the future, but 
for now, we are very happy to have received the 
walleyes that we did. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Long Term Fisheries Plan 
 
     For the second year in a row, the DNR was unable to 
conduct a complete fish survey (done every 7-10 years).  
As a result, our fishery team could not develop a long-
term fishery plan.  This plan will include input from the 
public, and will review of regulations suitable for our 
lake and will impact plans for future stocking of fish.   
This effort is now planned for 2022. 
 
     Sadly, we lost a dear friend in Willard Kiefer very 
recently.  Willard had spent countless hours over the 
years as a board member of the NLA and Lake 
Nebagamon fishery advocate.  His legacy is rooted in 
the resurgence of the fisheries planning (particularly 
walleye) that took place beginning around 2010 and 
continues to this day.  Our thoughts are with his family 
during this time. 
      

 
-Phil Takkunen & Mark Laskowski 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks for All of Your Extra Contributions This Year! 
 

     We would like to extend a big thank you to the 
following members who generously made additional 
contributions in the last year totaling over $3,500! 
These contributions were directed towards either 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) prevention, fisheries, or 
other general projects. 
 

• Philip & Jill Holsinger 

• Mary Grandmaison 

• James & Terry Urbaniak 

• John Davidson 

• Tim & Kathie Pera 

• George & Lynn Lehman 

• Gary & Bonnie Fritch 

• John & Wendy Buczynski 

• Gary Lynn 

• Ed & Luann Noltner 

• Ryan Fraley 

• Brenda Meyer 

• Kevin & Cindy Donley 

• Alyssa Judnick, Kelsey & Beau Reder 

• Reder family 

• David & Barbara Gaddie 

• Tim & Nan Sauter 

• David & Deena Marshall 

• Rudy & Jo Beckwell 

• David & Michelle Berg 

• Jean, Eugene, and Tim McGillis 

• Myron Peterson 

• Richard Larson 

• Bernard & Sally Stein 

• Fred & Ginger Strom 

• Mike & Julie Kemp 

• Euan & Jane Kerr 

• Dennis & Deb Battuello 

• Chris & Patti Baraks 

• Randy & Lorna Cunliffe 

• Ted Smith 

• John Hall & Kris Sampson 

• Jim & Sandy Jonasen 

• Cynthia Grothe 

• Pollari Family Trust 

• Dudley & Julie Baker 

• Bob & Lois Heller 

• Alan & Mary Yoshimoto 

• Luann Hunter 

• Shawn & Judy Thayer, owners of the LN Dairy 
Queen, for again providing DQ treats for our 4th 
of July boat parade! 

 



New Invasive Species in Lake Minnesuing – 
Management Plan 

 

 
 

     Our neighbors to the west, Lake Minnesuing, 
detected an invasive species called “Curly Leaf 
Pondweed” back in 2018.  Back then, it was noted over 
about two acres in area.  Recent studies estimated that 
it has now spread to 18 acres in area, focused but not 
isolated to the far southern bay of the lake.  This fall, 
multiple meetings were held to discuss the issue and 
the management plan.  Initially, scuba divers have and 
will continue trying to eradicate the smaller areas, but 
this has proved to be very difficult.  The next step, 
through coordination with the WDNR, is an herbicide 
treatment called Endothall – likely in May 2022.  This is 
considered to be a way to manage the growth and 
proliferation of CLP, but will not completely eradicate 
the species.  To date, the entire cost of one years 
treatment (about $30,000) is being funded by donations 
from homeowners on Lake Minnesuing.  The DNR will 
provide some resources for continued monitoring of the 
species. 
     
     This invasive species truly hits “close to home” from 
the perspective of Lake Nebagamon home owners.  
While the initial exposure for Lake Minnesuing is near 
impossible to pinpoint, at this point in time it highlights 
the need for dedicated efforts on Lake Nebagamon at 
the boat launch (and any other access point) to ensure 
that no watercraft are allowed in the lake carrying 
aquatic plants of any kind.  With any infestation of 
invasive species, this is usually the entry point.  
Additionally, we can’t ignore the fact that our lake is 
primarily fed by a creek sourced by Lake Minnesuing.  
With the current outbreak more focused to the far 
southern end of Lake Minnesuing (Minnesuing Creek 
runs out of the northern part of the lake), risk of spread 

through the creek is lower.  However, this is something 
we should all be sure to pay attention to going forward. 

 

 
Image to left: full lake map of Lake Minnesuing 

Image to right: enlargement of south bay where CLP noted present 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Concerning Plants Found in Lake Nebagamon in 2021 

 
     The lower water levels of our lake this past summer 
prompted numerous phone calls and emails from 
concerned homeowners who noticed plant growth they 
had not seen before.   
 

 
 
     Above is a sample we collected and worked with the 
Douglas County DNR specialist to identify.  It is a native 
pondweed (not the invasive type).  Another sample 
came back as Vallisneria Americana (water celery).  
Thanks for the “tips” as this is an important part of our 
efforts to prevent invasive species from taking hold in 
our lake. 



Sunken Locomotive in Lake Nebagamon? 

 

 
 
     Earlier this year, I was organizing some old 
documents for the NLA, and came across a college 
project by a graduate student at Texas A&M from 32 
years ago.  This student’s name was Robert Barros.  
Robert’s goal was to set the record straight on years of 
local folklore if a locomotive had fallen into Lake 
Nebagamon back in the early 1900’s, and was still there 
to this day.  Below is my interview with Robert: 
 
Q: In looking through some past documents that we 
have retained for our organization, I came across a 
project that you proposed as a (correction) under-
graduate student at Texas A&M to uncover some of the 
great mysteries of Nebagamon's past. Specifically, what 
was left behind as wreckage from the Nebagamon 
Lumber Company. What was the background of this 
idea? 
A: With Camp Nebagamon repurposing the Nebagamon 
Lumber Company for such a lengthy time, it is a unique 
collection of buildings that is largely still intact and 
existing in its original setting.  Nardie Stein & John 
Altshool of Camp Nebagamon have done a really good 
job of preserving its history and not only honoring it, 
weaving that history into the culture of the camper’s 
experience.  The Herb Drollinger Museum is what 
comes to mind. 
 
Further, the federal Historic Shipwreck Act of 1987 
passed into law giving states purview over its 
bottomlands as a cultural resource.  Wisconsin 
Historical Society moved quickly in the early 1990s and 
was interested in compiling the catalog of what existed 
underwater within its waters.  
 
Q: What is your personal and family history at Lake 
Nebagamon, and how did that drive your decision to 
undertake the study? 
A: Nebagamon is a special place throughout my entire 
life.  My grandparents were Rudy & Bernice Gabrys, so I 

grew up on Nebagamon, spending summers, weekends, 
and Christmas breaks with them.  My aunt and uncle, 
Randy & Ross Alexson live in that house today and we 
still visit often. 
 
As a kid I heard the rumors about there being a train in 
the lake…  What’s not interesting about that?  Not being 
part of Camp Nebagamon, I was not steeped in the 
Weyerhauser history, so it really was Kay Coletta’s two 
books on Nebagamon history, the one for the 1976 
bicentennial and subsequent one in 1986 that sparked 
my interest.  There were also stories of former Navy 
divers salvaging logs from the lake during the 1960s.   
 
The project came together because I was studying 
Nautical Archaeology at Texas A&M University.  It was a 
way to combine the things that meant a lot to me: give 
a little something back to the town where I grew up 
with potential graduate studies.  Putting some of the 
rumors to rest, one way or the other was a bonus! 
 
Q: What specifically were you led to believe was left 
behind as wreckage? 
A: It was common knowledge that the Nebagamon 
Lumber Company sawmill building proper was 
dynamited, around 1910.  That occurred after valuable, 
transportable equipment was removed and shipped to 
other Weyerhauser operations further west and 
north.  More generally, as the large companies in the 
logging industry exhausted the old growth forests 
during their move west across the country.   
 
This demolition was intended to prevent competitors 
from taking over the equipment and setting up their 
own operations.  For example, the Edward Rutledge Mill 
was a competitor in Nebagamon, located along the 
shore, just east of the Dairy Queen today.  No doubt, 
the Weyerhaeuser family enjoyed Nebagamon and 
continued to use the property and particularly the Great 
House as a vacation spot for decades after. 
 
So, this was really just a basic truthing survey to see 
what was still down there and if anything was 
discernable and/or worth more study.  
  
Q: How much time and effort did you ultimately give to 
the project, and what were the results? 
 
A: The summer 1990 survey team consisted of a lot of 
local residents, like me, who were inspired by Kay’s 
books, the local rumors and seeing what was there was 
something fun to do.  In no particular order: Kay 
Coletta, Randy Gabrys-Alexson, Ross Alexson, Tony 



Coletta, Cindy Coletta, Tom McGrath & John Coletta 
were all part of what I’d call the team.  Nardie Stein and 
John Altshool were generous in sharing Weyerhaeuser 
logging and railroad history with us.   
 
A good friend and fellow student at A&M, had been a 
career Navy diving instructor, and subsequently 
operations manager of a North Sea petroleum diving 
company was critical to this survey’s success.  He simply 
told me to write up a list of the equipment that I had, 
and what I thought we needed, and when.  One day a 
UPS truck showed up and gear we needed was loaned 
to us for the summer. 
 
We converted my aunt and uncle’s pontoon into a dive 
boat and we were off to the races. 
 
The survey pretty much confirmed the aerial drawings 
reprinted in Kay’s history books.  There are wooden 
pilings from a small gauge railroad dumping trestle at 
the southern end of “Homes on the Range” on Camp 
property.  There are plentiful wooden slabs to the south 
of that, lining the W and S shores of camp point, but 
anything that could be called remains of the sawmill 
building were no longer discernible as 
architecture.  There are five pilings that served as a log 
boom, extending in an arc SW from the Camp 
Point.  Finally, just to the SE of the Lake Street 
turnaround, a square rock foundation for the 
Weyerhaeuser boathouse is submerged by about three 
feet of water. 
 
As previously mentioned, the Rutledge Mill has a pile of 
slab wood, roughly a pyramid with a flat top, about 20’ 
square.  The pile starts as deep as 28’ and rises to within 
8’ of the surface and corners bound by a couple of 
surviving pilings.  It’s a hot spot for fishermen today, 
and there are plenty of lures snagged on its jumble of 
boards. 
 
Q: Having completed the study, and given 30 years to 
think about it, do you still have questions regarding 
buried wreckage, or do you believe that to be just local 
folklore? 
 
A: I seriously doubt that a train ever sank in Lake 
Nebagamon.  Such rumors are plentiful in logging camp 
lore and probably arise from a documented incident of 
a logging train being lost in a peat bog off the Sawbill 
Trail in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. 
 
That said, a reputable Superior high school teacher, 
hearing of the survey back in 1990, called me up, 

describing that he had found it on accident, while diving 
trying to recover a lost tackle box.  He came out to 
Nebagamon, and seemed honest about it all.  So, we did 
an exhaustive search of the narrows south of the Camp 
Point where he described.  At deepest, the bottom is 
28’ maximum, but there is at least 11’ of soft, silty, 
decaying leaves.  We probed the silt using an 8’ piece of 
pvc tube, plus roughly 3’ of my arm and never hit 
anything resembling a solid bottom. 
 
Subsequently, speaking with railroad historians, in order 
to prepare the survey report - they shared era photos of 
a Steam Tractor, which resemble a small gauge engine 
with a continuous track, like a bulldozer.  So, if anything 
is down there - it is likely a steam tractor, sunk down 
into and mostly, if not wholly obscured by the leaf silt. 
 
A very generous lake owner, either was a geologist up 
at UMD, or had contacts with the department there and 
heard of what we were up to.  They even loaned us a 
magnetometer; to see if we could locate any large iron 
submerged objects in the lake.  Admittedly, none of us 
were experienced as magnetometer technicians so that 
could have accounted why we did not find anything. 
 
Unintentional fallout from this project, led me to work 
seasonally for Wisconsin’s State Underwater 
Archeologist, surveying wrecks from 1991 to 1997.  In 
those years, the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
now WHS, mapped 53 wrecks.  The area covered in Lake 
Michigan was from Port Washington through the Door 
County Peninsula and the Apostle Islands area of Lake 
Superior. 
  
Q: Do you have any pictures of the process that you can 
share? 
A: Unfortunately, no.  We had a camera, but feeling that 
we never found any artifacts worth 
photographing.  Once waters in silty areas got stirred 
up, visibility dropped below 3’.  Hand drawn maps were 
the most useful diagnostics.  Andrew & David Semel, 
former campers and later counselors at the Camp were 
Los Angeles filmmakers at the time, even coming out 
and shot some video, but again… with nothing of real 
excitement being found – it didn’t go anywhere. 
 

-Erik Takkunen 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Do you have a fun Lake Nebagamon story to share?  
We’d love to feature it in an upcoming newsletter.  
Contact lakenebagamonwisconsin@yahoo.com. 



One of Our Own 
 

 

     Lucy (August) Smith has fond memories of time spent 

at Lake Nebagamon. And her memories go back a long 

way! Lucy was a year old in 1925 when her father had 

their cabin built close to the lake on what is now East 

Lake Boulevard. Family friends invited him to have men 

build a cabin on the same property where they already 

had a cabin. So they shared the property, with Lucy’s 

mother choosing to build their cabin very close to the 

lake. The property had many tall trees as it was used as 

a picnic and park area for some companies’ employees 

years earlier.  

     The cabin had a kitchen/dinette with a pump by the 

sink and a dumb waiter under the floor to preserve 

food. There was no electricity or running water. The 

cabin had a living room, a bedroom with a half wall, and 

a porch across the front of the cabin. The outhouse was 

situated further back on the property. Before WW II, 

the WPA built them a newer outhouse, with a cement 

floor, that is still there. The family would move from 

Superior to the lake as soon as school was out and 

stayed until school started again. Many other families 

did the same, with the husbands commuting into 

Superior each day.  

     The first road was a sandy road that loose horses 

would sometimes gallop down. Later, the neighboring 

men decided to build a new road further from the lake. 

This is now East Lake Boulevard. They worked on it in 

the mornings before leaving for their jobs, cutting trees 

and building the road. They would take a quick swim, 

dress, and leave for work.  

     Lucy remembers often walking with her dog Pansy to 

a nearby farm to get milk for the family, carrying a glass 

milk bottle in each hand. They would be filled by the 

farmer’s wife with milk that was still warm. One time 

she had to jump a fence to escape their bull, leaving the 

bottles behind.  

     Lucy’s family could get all the food and supplies they 

needed in the village. She rowed to the village to get 

their groceries at either the Chisholm or Larson grocery 

stores. There was also a drug store and a hardware 

store. They could get ice for their ice box, that replaced 

the dumb waiter, in town too. Sam Redding stored ice, 

that he cut from the lake in the winter, in a shed using 

sawdust to preserve the ice chunks. Farmer Ole 

Cleveland would row across the lake with beans and 

corn to sell to the families living in cabins.  

     Lying in her rowboat, staring up at the clouds, Lucy 

would enjoy quiet summer days. There were hardly any 

canoes or rowboats on the lake. Many relatives came to 

stay with them in the summer. She spent time 

swimming to the raft at the village beach and attending 

movie nights.  Lucy recalls watching Native Americans 

dance in their native dress in the old auditorium.  

     There were two special times in Lucy’s childhood. 

President Calvin Coolidge attended the church in Brule, 

where Lucy’s mother sang for services, during his 

summer residency. Coolidge’s wife patted her on the 

head and said, “You sweet thing,” after one of the 

church services. She also received the Carnegie Medal 

when she was eight years old for helping to save a boy 

from drowning at the village beach.  

     Lucy still loves her summers at Lake Nebagamon, 

spending time with family and friends, and taking daily 

walks on East Lake Boulevard. 

-Dan & Barb Takkunen  



July 1, 2021-June 30, 2022 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL 

NEBAGAMON LAKE ASSOCIATION 

http://nebagamonlakeassociation.com 

 
*Save time and postage!  You now have the option of paying online with a credit card at 

http://nebagamonlakeassociation.com/pay-online/.  When paying online you can also provide the below 

information. 

 

 

Name: ____________________________________ 

 

Spouse’s name: _____________________________ 

 

Phone number ______________________________ 

 

Lake Nebagamon address (fire number & road only)_______________________________________________ 

 

 

Mailing address (where you wish newsletters to be mailed)__________________________________________ 

           

          __________________________________________ 

 

 

Please send the spring and fall newsletters by email. I want to help save printing and postage expense. 

 

 

Email address_________________________________________ 

 

 

Dues are $25 per year—a small amount that has a big impact!  

 

Payment for fiscal year 2021, if needed (July 2020 - June 2021) 

 

Payment for fiscal year 2022 (July 2021 - June 2022) 

 

If you wish to pay dues in advance (more than one year), indicate amount here:   

 

We are involved in many projects and would gladly accept additional  

contributions, if you wish to contribute additionally, indicate amount here: 

 

• Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention 

• Fishery Enhancement Initiative 

• General Fund (Projects Determined by Membership) 

 

         Total paid 

 

Please make your check payable to NLA and send it along with this information sheet to: 

 

NLA 

PO Box 216 

Lake Nebagamon, WI 54849

$25 

 

http://nebagamonlakeassociation.com/

